Physiological inhibitors of Wnt signaling.
Wnt signaling is crucial for cell proliferation and differentiation. It represents a complex network with mechanisms of self-regulation through positive and negative feedback. Recent increasing interest in this signaling pathway has led to the discovery of many new proteins that down-regulate Wnt activity. Here, we provide a short description of the most important and best-studied inhibitors, group them according to the target molecule within the Wnt cascade, and discuss their clinical potential. Although most of the inhibitors discussed here may also interact with proteins from other signaling pathways, we focus only on their ability to modulate Wnt signaling.